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Partly Sunny
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MONDAY
Sunny

51º / 32º

Advocates promote housing ideas for Englewood
Proposal aimed at helping seniors age in place, but some residents want City Council to say no

Organizers for a pro-
posed overlay zoning or-
dinance in the Englewood 
neighborhood – a plan that 
has both advocates and 
opponents among the lo-
cal residents – recently 

received a significant 
endorsement.  

The Missouri chapter 
of AARP sent an endorse-
ment letter to Englewood 
Arts late in January, say-
ing that it supports hous-
ing initiatives that allow 
for accessory dwelling 
units and small houses.

Advocates say the pro-
posed overlay zoning, 
which extends into the 
neighborhoods surround-
ing the Englewood Arts 
District on Winner Road in 
western Independence, is 
not a rezoning and would 
not replace existing zon-
ing. Instead, it provides 

additional small residen-
tial options such as an ac-
cessory unit or tiny house 
that artists, other young 
professionals and age-in-
place retirees might find 
more appealing. It can 
help fill vacant lots and 
also ward off outside in-
vestors from continuing to 

swoop in and buy proper-
ties, they say.

“I’ve lived here for de-
cades, so I have a lot of 
emotional and financial in-
terest,” said Terry Snapp, 
81, who is president of the 

By Mike Genet
mike.genet@examiner.net

Straighter, wider Lee’s Summit Road is in the works
Twisty parts south of Independence are being addressed; project runs to fall 2025

After groundbreaking 
last August, the first proj-
ect of a long-anticipated 
plan to reconstruct and 
widen Lee’s Summit Road 
south of Independence is 
slated to last into the fall of 
2025. 

For several months, Lee’s 
Summit Road has been 
closed between Anderson 
Drive, near the Little Blue 
Trace Trail trailhead, and 
Lakewood Boulevard, 
with access only for local 
residents and traffic for 
the Space Center Summit 
caves. 

Kansas City Public Works 
is handling the $9.3 million 
project, which will happen 
in two phases. The first is 
Lakewood Boulevard to 
the caves, in which crews 
will realign the road to re-
move dangerous curves 
through a wooded area. 
The second phase is the flat 
portion from the caves to 
Anderson. 

Although road improve-
ments have happened to 
the north and south of this 
project over the past de-
cade, Lee’s Summit Road 

By Mike Genet
mike.genet@examiner.net

Crews have been moving utility poles as part of Kansas City Public Works’ project to widen Lee’s Summit Road between Lakewood Boulevard and Anderson Drive, just south of Independence. The road, seen 
here from the entrance to the Space Center Summit caves, has been closed since August 2023 and will remain closed until the fall of 2025. [Mike Genet/The Examiner]

Gambling digs more deeply into Kansas City
Addiction experts warn that sports betting apps and in-game wagering pose a 
particularly addictive temptation that can add up to trouble for problem gamblers

When Andrew 
Gallamore clocks out 
of work at his job in 
Bonner Springs, he 
clicks on his phone. 
Sometimes, to bet.

His DraftKings app 

makes dropping $5 or 
$10 on a prop bet so 
easy. And once he’s 
back home in Missouri, 
having even a few 
dollars riding on how 
many yards a player 
may rack up running 
or passing makes 
watching sports that 

much better.
“It makes the game,” 

he said, “way more 
exciting.”

His bets are among 
the $2.8 billion wa-
gered in Kansas 
since the state legal-
ized sports betting in 
September 2022. And 

among the $300 billion 
in bets placed nation-
wide since 2018, when 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court said every state 
had the right to legal-
ize the pastime.

By Suzanne King
Kansas City Beacon

At  the sportsbook at Hollywood Casino at Kansas Speedway, gamblers can make 
sports bets. (Suzanne King/The Beacon)
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The National Weather Service says
the total snowfall expected Tuesday and
Wednesday in Eastern Jackson County
is four to 10 inches. The state says the
storm could create “extremely hazard-
ous driving conditions” across most of
Missouri. 

The Weather Service has posted a
winter storm warning that runs through
6 p.m. Thursday for the Kansas City area
and beyond. The NWS statement says
“snow possible and a brief window of
freezing rain” and some places could get
6 to 14 inches of snow as well as a light
glaze of ice. 

More broadly, the Weather Service at
mid-day Tuesday had winter storm

warnings across 11 states – including al-
most all of Missouri – as well as a belt of
other winter weather advisories from
Wyoming to Texas to Vermont. 

The Missouri Department of Trans-
portation urges drivers to stay off� the
roads, if at all possible, during the bad
weather. It says crews will be out around
the clock and working 12-hour shifts –
but also said illness and turnover have

taken a toll on staffi�ng. 
“It may take crews longer to return

roads to a mostly clear status after the
storm ends later this week,” MoDOT Di-
rector Patrick McKenna said in a news
release Monday. MoDOT adds that traf-
fi�c slows snowplows in their work. 

Locally, the storm was expected to 

Area braces for expected heavy snow
Independence Examiner

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SNOW, Page 6A

When a 4.0 magnitude earthquake
occurred Nov. 18 about 4 1/2 miles south
of Williamsville in southeast Missouri,
it was even lightly felt in Columbia.

This was the most severe earthquake
for the region since 1991 and was a
wake-up call for those living in the New
Madrid Seismic Zone, said Jeff� Briggs,
Missouri State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Earthquake Program
manager.

The smallest earthquakes people
generally feel are 2.5 magnitude. Earth-
quakes of 4.0 magnitude can cause
moderate damage, with the largest in
the 8.0 magnitude range, which is what 

A researcher points to seismic data displayed on a computer screen in 2008 in St. Louis. A 4.0 magnitude earthquake in
southeast Missouri last November was a wake-up call for those living in the New Madrid Seismic Zone, says Jeff Briggs,
Missouri State Emergency Management Agency Earthquake Program manager. JEFF ROBERSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS

November temblor a ‘wake-up
call’ to New Madrid Seismic Zone

Charles Dunlap
Columbia Daily Tribune | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TEMBLOR, Page 6A

Police arrested a man believed to be
connected to last month's fatal shoot-
ing aboard an Amtrak train in Lee's
Summit. That followed a standoff�
Monday at a Kansas City apartment
complex. 

As of noon Tuesday, no charges had
been announced regarding the Jan. 14
homicide or Monday's incident, in
which the man reportedly pointed a
gun at offi�cers. The standoff� lasted
from about 2:30 to 8 p.m. Monday, po-
lice said, when the man surrendered. 

According to Lee's Summit police,
detectives had tracked the man, con-
sidered a person of interest in the
homicide, to an apartment complex off�
63rd Street just west of U.S. 71 in Kan-
sas City, and they asked Kansas City
police for assistance. When offi�cers
knocked on the apartment door, a
woman answered and the man was
seen inside before the door closed.
When the door reopened, the man al-
legedly pointed a handgun at offi�cers. 

Offi�cers withdrew and called in spe-
cialized offi�cers. After negotiators
talked with the man via phone for sev-
eral hours, the man came outside and
was arrested. 

Police have been investigating the
shooting death of 30-year-old Richie
Aaron of Independence. Aaron was fa-
tally shot while aboard Amtrak's Mis-
souri River Runner train as it stopped
in Lee's Summit, en route to Independ-
ence and then Union Station in Kansas
City. According to a GoFundMe page
set up by Aaron's family to help with
funeral expenses, Aaron was returning
home after work when he was shot. 

The suspect, a fellow passenger,
fl�ed immediately after the shooting,
and police said the few passengers in
that train car heard gunshots but did
not realize a person had been shot.
Aaron was discovered after the train 

Arrest made
in fatal
Amtrak
shooting
Mike Genet
Independence Examiner | USA TODAY NETWORK

See AMTRAK, Page 4A

Independence mayoral candidate
Rory Rowland says he rejects the claims
made in anonymous fl�yer that circulat-
ed in the city this past weekend. 

The campaign fl�yer, which does not
include a funding disclosure – in viola-
tion of Missouri Ethics Commission
election rules – says to “Reject Rory
Rowland” because he is a “Jeff�erson
City insider who wants to put our city
up for sale to the highest bidder,” with

an image of Independence City Hall. 
Rowland, a Democratic state repre-

sentative for seven years, is one of fi�ve
challengers to two-term Mayor Eileen
Weir in the city's primary election next 

Candidate Rowland rejects claims in mailer
Mike Genet
Independence Examiner | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ROWLAND, Page 6A

See ENGLEWOOD, 
Page A8

See GAMBLING, 
Page A7

See ROAD, Page A8
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nonprofit. “We’ve 
been advocates of 
this neighborhood. 
For elderly people to 
have a place to age in 
place, this would be 
perfect scenario. It’s 
accommodating for 
that.”

When the 
Englewood Arts non-
profit, a group of lo-
cal and interested cit-
izens and Englewood 
Arts Center direc-
tors, first present-
ed the proposed 
overlay district in 
August, the Planning 
Commission voted 

to postpone it indef-
initely. Some com-
missioners, includ-
ing one who owned 
property in the dis-
trict, questioned if 
the hundreds of res-
idents and property 
owners within the 
district had suffi-
cient notice.  

While the city re-
quires notice of 
a zoning change 
hearing to proper-
ty owners 185 feet 
outside the bound-
aries of the land in 
question, there is no 
such requirement 
for those inside the 
land in question (as 
most zoning appli-
cations are property 
owned only by the 

applicant). 
Initially, the pro-

posed overlay dis-
trict extended east to 
the Square, but that 
boundary will be re-
duced to Lexington 
A v e n u e / C h r y s l e r 
Avenue just west of 
the Community of 
Christ Auditorium. 
The western bound-
ary is Brookside 
Avenue, and it ex-
tends north to 
Truman Road and 
south to 23rd Street. 

A group of citizen 
opponents who also 
live in the surround-
ing neighborhoods or 
own property there 
raised objections 
at this week’s City 
Council meeting. 

They distributed 
flyers claiming the 
overlay district is 
an attempt to sell 
the neighborhood to 
“unelected bureau-
crats,” presented a 
resolution guaran-
teeing citizen proper-
ty rights they believe 
would be harmed by 
the overlay district, 
asking city officials 
to sign it. 

Leigh Phillips 
said the Planning 
Commission’s deci-
sion in August was 
the proper move, as 
she said the over-
lay district would 
take away property 
rights. 

Mary Wilcox, who 
owns a rental prop-
erty a couple blocks 
south of Winner 
Road, said there was 
not near enough no-
tice before the matter 
went to the Planning 
Commission. 

“The fact that they 
could come in and 
say, ‘We’re going to 
change your life’ 
-- they just want to 
start stacking tiny 
houses,” she said. 
“Who’s going to buy 
it.” 

Council Member 
John Perkins, whose 
district includes the 
land in question, 
said the base zoning 
would still exist. 

“The overlay would 
allow for differ-
ent uses, and you 
would still have to 
go through the per-
mit process,” he said. 
“It’s just to create 
more activity, and 
it can allow auxil-
iary dwelling units 
and can lead to more 
infill.” 

Perkins said he has 
not personally heard 
negative feedback 
about the overlay 
district.  

“That’s not to say 
it doesn’t exist,” he 
said, “but no one has 
reached out to me.” 

Englewood Arts 
directors Michael 
Baxley and Teresa 
Dorsch said they 
sent postcards and 

shared invitations 
with residents about 
the overlay zoning 
and continue to do so. 

Dorsch said the 
group plans to re-
turn to the Planning 
Commission with a 
revised application, 
but not for a couple 
months. It would also 
need City Council ap-
proval. In addition to 
the boundary change, 
they’re tweaking to 
add provisions or 
close potential loop-
holes about noise, oc-
cupancy, parking and 
allowed businesses. 

The opposition 
they hear, she said, is 
“frustrating.” 

“It’s misunder-
standing about the 
intent and the over-
lay,” she said. “This 
is not just one per-
son writing this doc-
ument; this is people 
from here.” 

Tami Parsons, own-
er of B-Vogue Salon 
in Englewood, said 
the group is try-
ing to reverse a de-
cades-long trend – 
more than 200 lost 
homes in the past 20 
years, she said, with 
just one new build. 

“It’s not about de-
grading the neigh-
borhood,” she said. 
“It’s celebrating the 
good in it.” 

Longtime neighbor-
hood resident Jason 
White said the pro-
posed zoning would 
have allowed him 
and his wife to have 
a small home for her 
mother in her lat-
er years, and before 
zoning restrictions 
enacted decades ago. 

Said area artist 
GK Callahan, “It’s 
not taking anything 
away from anybody. 
We’re not controlling 
what they’re doing. 
It’s filling vacant lots 
and allowing more 
possibilities for more 
people.” 

Emily Martinez, 
a fledging artist 
who graduated from 
William Christman 
three years ago, said 
she’s excited about 

the residential possi-
bilities from an over-
lay district. 

“I’ll have a place 
to buy a home with it 
happens,” she said. 

Advocates also note 
Truman Habitat for 
Humanity’s recent 
commitment to use 
grant funds for 10 
new homes on vacant 
lots in Englewood. 

“The house next 
to me is a Habitat 
house,” Callahan 
said. “It’s great for 
the neighborhood.” 

Englewood Arts 
recently applied for 
some of the last batch 
of Jackson County’s 
available pandemic 
relief funds desig-
nated for non-prof-
its. The group re-
ceived approval for 
more than $4 million, 
though the county 
has not yet approved 
allocations, and the 
application process 
might have to start 
over again. 

If they are ap-
proved for funds, 
Baxley said, much 
of it will go toward 
the Englewood Arts 
Center building and 
programming. If 
they receive funds 
for density housing, 
as before, Dorsch 
said, that can go to-
ward housing oppor-
tunities that an over-
lay district would 
allow. 

Snapp said he be-
lieves the overlay 
can promote a “good 
positive atmosphere 
between neighbors” 
and outlined a dream 
scenario he would 
like to have if the 
overlay zoning goes 
through. 

“Here’s what I 
would love: I tell my 
wife, ‘Hey did you 
hear about the old 
Mr. And Mrs. Smith 
place, they have an 
art gallery in the 
home? Let’s go see 
it,’” he said. “Or, let’s 
go eat out, and it’s 
the home of a culi-
nary artist. 

“It’s an invitation 
to neighborliness.”

Biden criticizes Israel’s Gaza offensive
WASHINGTON — 

U.S. President Joe 
Biden criticized the 
extent of Israel’s 
military campaign 
in Gaza, as tension 
builds over Israeli 
plans to push into 
Rafah, where more 
than 1 million people 
have sought refuge.

“The conduct of 
the response in the 
Gaza Strip has been 
over the top,” Biden 
said Thursday at the 
White House. “There 
are a lot of innocent 
people who are starv-
ing. A lot of innocent 
people who are in 
trouble and dying. 

And it’s got to stop.”
The president’s 

comments marked an 
escalation in his crit-
icism of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s prosecu-
tion of the war against 
Hamas. They came af-
ter the Israeli leader 
previewed plans for 
ground forces to en-
ter the city of Rafah, 
which lies to the south 
of Gaza and near the 
Palestinian territory’s 
border with Egypt.

Israel launched 
airstrikes in the 
area overnight, kill-
ing at least eight 
Palestinians, the 
Associated Press re-
ported Friday.

The White House has 
expressed concern 

about the fate of ref-
ugees gathered in and 
around Rafah, saying 
it would not support 
an offensive that did 
not account for the 
impact on civilians.

A military opera-
tion there right now 
would be a “disaster 
for those people and 
it’s not something that 
we would support,” 
US National Security 
Council spokesperson 
John Kirby said on 
Thursday.

Rafah is the main 
point of entry for aid 
coming from Egypt. 
The south of the strip 
is were around half of 
Gaza’s 2.3 million peo-
ple fled to in the ear-
ly part of the war as 
Israel concentrated 

its assault on Gaza 
City in the north.

At the White House, 
Biden said he’s pres-
sured the Israeli gov-
ernment to allow more 
humanitarian aid into 
Gaza. His administra-
tion is working toward 
a sustained pause in 
military operations to 
allow for the release 
of hostages taken by 
Hamas, designated 
a terrorist group by 
the US and European 
Union.

The Iran-backed 
group killed 1,200 peo-
ple when its militants 
broke out of Gaza and 
rampaged through 
southern Israel on 
Oct. 7. Israel’s retal-
iatory air and ground 
offensive has killed 

more than 27,000 peo-
ple in Gaza, accord-
ing to health officials 
in the Hamas-run 
territory.

“I’m pushing very 
hard now to deal with 
this hostage cease-
fire,” the president 
said. “If we could get 
that initial delay, I 
think that we would 
be able to extend that 
so that we can in-
crease the prospect 
that this fighting in 
Gaza changes.”

Hamas fighters ab-
ducted about 250 peo-
ple during their in-
cursion. Roughly 100 
hostages were freed 
during an earlier, 
week-long truce that 
ended on Dec. 1.

The fate of the 

remaining captives is 
dominating political 
discussion in Israel. 
The Israeli military 
has said that of the 
136 still in Gaza, 31 
are dead.

The death toll in 
Gaza has raised in-
ternational pressure 
on Israel to bring the 
fighting to an end. It 
has also caused po-
litical complications 
for Biden ahead of 
the November pres-
idential election, in 
which he is seeking a 
second term. In some 
swing states such as 
Michigan, Biden’s 
losing support among 
Arab- and Muslim-
Americans for not do-
ing more to stop the 
war.

Akayla Gardner and 
Jordan Fabian
Bloomberg News
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has remained at two 
lanes with scant 
shoulders from 
Anderson all the way 
south to Gregory 
Boulevard near 
University Health 
hospital. It will soon 
have curbs, gutters, 
enclosed stormwa-
ter drainage and 

street lighting in-
stalled, a 5-foot side-
walk on one side, a 
10-foot path on the 
other and an inter-
mediate turn lane in 
the center. 

Thus far, crews 
have removed many 
trees and have been 
placing new utili-
ty poles to reroute 
lines along what will 
be a straighter road.

According to KC 
Public Works, that 
portion of Lee’s 

Summit Road aver-
aged 5,200 vehicles 
daily in 2020, with 
projected daily use 
in 2040 up to 6,000 
vehicles. 

KC Public Works 
says the next 
part – Lakewood 
Boulevard south to 
Gregory – is in the 
design phase and not 
slated for construc-
tion for a couple of 
years. Both projects 
are funded by gener-
al obligation bonds.
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K&R TREE, LAWN
& LANDSCAPE

Full Tree Take-Downs, 
Dead Limbs, Cleanups 

& Haul away
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Our Gutter Cleaning
Special Is Back -
Starting at $80
•••••••••••

Also -
Now is the time to

clean up your landscaping 

retaining walls

Call Today!
FREE Estimates

816-286-0233
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Moore
• Wallpaper 

 Installation

• Wallpaper 
 Removal 

• Interior Painting

• Insured 

816-509-8998
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• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

• Basement Finishes

• Electrical & Plumbing

• Painting & Carpentry

No job too small
Free estimates

Licensed,
Bonded & Insured
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816-229-9693
CH-1920830

ENGLEWOOD
From Page A1

ROAD
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